[image: C:\Users\jeffg\Desktop\FOOK!\Fook Catalog JPGs\IMG_7416.Jpeg]
A.Vice (N) ● Olaniyi Rasheed Akindiya (Akirash) Akis Karanos ●  Cendres Lavy ●  Chris Hosea  Daniela Belinga Agossa ● Darius James 
Tân Khânh Cao ● Max Blagg ● Jeff Goldberg Jóhanna Ellen Ríkharðsdóttir● Juliane Miess  Stewart Meyer● Tadeusz Dąbrowski ● Elise Tak  Julie Dunker● Seruni Bodjawati ● Kurt Ryslavy
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FOOK! Number 00 and contents on display 
Issyra Gallery, October 10, 2015
Curated by Daniela Belinga-Agossa

Born from the Web

In the beginning, art arose from the tribe, as an invocation for continuity, based on shared faith, ideas, and commitment. Above all, art was grounded in physical presence. Today, however, in the digital age, this is no longer the case. 

FOOK!  arose from a recognition that the next wave of creative expression would not be localized in any one place, but the “scene” would be international, growing out of the ubiquity of the internet, where we can be countless places at once and personal identity constantly shifts across a binary matrix.

In 2013, I founded FOOK! as a closed group on Facebook to see what was out there beyond the insurmountable fortresses of the established arts. The FOOK! page was and continues to be a place where artists, writers, filmmakers and musicians from across the world share ideas, find common ground, and create true expression out of the disparate and complex social and cultural filaments of the early 21st century. 

The name FOOK! meant nothing, but was clearly intended to define a cultural edge, sharp enough to invoke the spirit of the 1913 Armory show, lauded in the FOOK! Manifesto as “the last time someone spat on a painting.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the next 3 years, I was joined in curatorship of FOOK! by the American writer Darius James (Negrophobia) and the Swiss painter Daniela Belinga Agossa, who brought many of the other key contributors into the group. The FOOK! group has since grown to 987 members and has amassed a remarkable online archive of thousands of posts. (https://www.facebook.com/groups/149780818523612/)

Yet, the goal of FOOK! was always to exist in concrete form beyond its digital manifestation. Initially, a magazine format was considered, but was rejected because it did not easily accommodate visual arts, video, or music. 

The solution was a boxed collection, containing the strongest work by a dozen artists, writers, musicians, and filmmakers who shared a surprisingly common vision, despite the distances separating them. FOOK! Number 00 is the prototype for a series of 5-10 boxed sets to be released by the group in the coming years. The pizza box concept was my brain child. The interior design was created by Daniela Belinga Agossa.


The art box concept is not new. FOOK! echoes the elegant wooden boxes of the Fluxus group, the utopian energy the SMS (“Shit Must Stop”) portfolios, and the Pop-inspired Aspen multi-media magazine. What chiefly distinguishes the hot-pink pizza box of FOOK! Number 00 from these past endeavors is the same grounding principle from which it grew—while these other groups were powerfully localized, FOOK! generates its unique coherence and connectedness out of the incoherence and disconnectedness of digital time and space.  

As Call Us FOOK! the catalogue of the group’s first exhibition declared: 
“Our creations are the totems of… a movement, and yet with few exceptions we have never met face to face. Unattached to any single doctrine or norm, and released into a constellation of hybrid ideas, continually morphing into new personal manifestations, ours is a broken message, surely, but immeasurably important because we have no choice but to meet the human need for creative power against the forces of destruction and stasis. The center is gone, but a new freedom has been won.”

This is the vision of FOOK! built out of fractured myths and fragmented archetypes, obscene, desperate, funny, and served up in a pizza box. 


-Jeff Goldberg
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  NUMBER 00

Prototype limited edition, Numbers 1-10 of 20, housed in hot-pink pizza box (12”x12”x2”)

Contributors: Seruni Bodjawati, Stewart Meyer, Chris Hosea, A.Vice (n), Max Blagg, Julie Dunker, Daniela Belinga Agossa, Juliane Meiss, Olaniyi Rasheed Akindiy (Akirash), Kurt Ryslavy, Jeff Goldberg, Cendres Lavy, Tân Khánh Cao, Darius James, Tadeusz Dabrowski, Johanna Ellen Rikhardsdottir, Akis Karanas, Elise Tak. 

Price: $850
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FOOK! Number 00, Exterior
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FOOK! Number 00, Interior Level 1
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Interior Level 1, Contents: CHRIS HOSEA, Poet, USA (1973—), Valentine Massacree, CD; A. VICE (N), Poet, France, (1962—),
De Nous, Parles à Racine, Wish U Stranger, DVD; 
STEWART MEYER, Writer, USA, (1947—), Professor Huncke, DVD; 
SERUNI BODJAWATI, Painter/Filmmaker, Indonesia, (1991—), Phantasmagoria, The Blood Show, DVD 
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Interior Level 2
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Interior Level 2, Contents: JEFF GOLDBERG, Writer, USA (1948-), Call Us FOOK! Introductory Essay, laser print, 
staple bound, signed.
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Interior Level 3
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Interior Level 3, Contents: MAX BLAGG, Poet, USA (1948-), Some of my friends don’t know who they belong to… Chapbook, laser print, staple bound. Illustration on parchment by James Gilroy.
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Interior Level 4
[image: ]
Interior Level 4, Contents: JULIE DUNKER, Artist, USA, Monoprint, individually titled, numbered, and signed 
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Interior Level 5
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Interior Level 5 Contents: DANIELA BELINGA AGOSSA, Artist, Switzerland (1959-). Lucky Charms. Folded paper collage. Signed with instructions for display handwritten on doily.
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Interior Level 6
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Interior Level 6 Contents: JULIE MIESS, Musician, Germany 
(1989-). Half Girl. Lemmy I’m a Feminist. Vinyl, 33 rpm.
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Interior Level 7

[image: ]
Interior Level 7 Contents: KURT RYSLAVY, Conceptual Artist, Austria (1961-). Italian Romance, cut paper laser print, packed in silk paper, number and signed.
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Interior Level 8
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Interior Level 8 Contents: OLANIYI RASHEED AKINDIY (AKIRASH), Mixed-Media Artist, Nigeria (1973-), Forward Ever, Photograph.
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Interior Level 8
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Interior Level 8 Contents: JEFF GOLDBERG, Writer, USA (1948-). The Book of the Dead, Commentary on a Book of the Dead, Illustrated ‘zine and short story, laser print, 
staple-bound, signed.
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Interior Level 9
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Interior Level 9 Contents: DARIUS JAMES, Writer, USA (1954-) and TÂN KHÁNH CAO, Artist, USA (1972-), Fever Water, Hand-made book, laser print with sewn binding. Numbered.
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Interior Level 10
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Interior Level 10 Contents: TADEUSZ DABROWSKI, Poet, Poland (1979-), Poems, Chapbook, laser print, staple bound.
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Interior Level 11
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Interior Level 11 Contents: CENDRES LAVY, Artist/Author, France (1968-), Hair Gel, photographic print, signed and numbered.
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Interior Level 12
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Interior Level 12 Contents: JOHANNA ELLEN RIKHARDSDOTTIR, Artist, Norway (1983-), The Fluke, portfolio of laser prints based on text by JACQUES STERN (1932-2002).
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Interior Level 13
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Interior Level 13 Contents: AKIS KARANOS, Artist, Greece (1980-),"They say that if you put your ear to the ruins you will hear the last sound the river made before it lay still; it is a cowardly and impudent sound-like a whining hen that deep inside believes she deserves to die."), Assemblage, photographic print.
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Outside the Box
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Outside the Box Contents: ELISE TAK, Artist, The Netherlands/USA, (1957-), The Money Mongers, 
Print, Numbered and Signed
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Interior, Front: Contributors
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Interior, Back: Multilingual Manifesto
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Interior: Front and Back


ISSYRA GALLERY, Hoboken New Jersey 
October 9-November 6, 2015
Curated by Daniela Belinga-Agossa
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Foreground: ELISE TAK, Paintings; SANDREA LAPAGE and CARLOS EDUARDO PELIGGI, Hanging Artists’ Books

Photos by Daniela Belinga Agossa
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KILLER STILLER, pastel and oil on fine Japanese paper, 
mounted on cardboard
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CHRIS HOSEA	JEFF GOLDBERG illuminated 
by ISSA SOW
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GHAZI BARAKAT (left) and DARIUS JAMES (center), with unidentified bassist.


[image: C:\Users\jeffg\Desktop\FOOK Catalog\12032775_10207929449342172_7184761584044619827_o.jpg][image: ]
[image: C:\Users\jeffg\Desktop\12138473_10207929375420324_3011047467782947630_o.jpg]
Clockwise from right: OLANIYI R. AKINDIYA (AKIRASH) Caught in Between, mixed media; AKIS KARANOS, tempra and cut paper on paper; DANIELA BELINGA AGOSSA, Sex-Dish, gold foil and natural pink feathers on papier maché
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A. VICE (N) Skype reading of Le Voiture de le Peuple
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STEWART MEYER reading from The Lotus Crew
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JEFF GOLDBERG performing THINK/EAT (World Premiere)
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CENDRES LAVY, Pastel on stretched goatskin
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Visit FOOK! on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/149780818523612/





For More Information
Contact:

Jeff Goldberg
72 3rd Street
South Orange, NJ 07079
jeffgoldberg55@gmail.com
973-668-0316
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